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lue thy Fudgements 
tothe King, O God, 
and thy righteouſnes 


to the K ings ſonne, 
Theſe bec the firſt 

= , wordes of one of the 
Plalmes of the Kingly Prophet Dawid, 
whereof the litcrall fenſe runnes vpon him 
and his ſonne Salomon,and the myſtical ſenle 
ypon Gop, and Cxr1sT his cternall Sonne: 
bur they are both ſo wouen together , as 
ſome parts are, and can oncly be properly 
applicd vato Gop and Caur1sT, andother 
parts ynto Dawd and Salomon, as this Verle, 
A 13 Giae 
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Giue thy Indgement tothe King , O God, and thy 
righteouſneſſe to the Kings ſonne_, cannor be 
roperly {poken of any, bur of Dauid and 
fi fonne; becauſe it is faid , Gine thy Iudge- 
ment, &c. Now God cannot giue to him- 
ſelfe. In another part of the ſame Plalme, 
where it is ſaid , that Righteouſnes ſhall flou- 
riſh,and abundanceof Peace,as lony as the Moone 
endureth, it {1gnifieth erernitie, and cannot 
| bee properly applicd but to G o Þ and 
CHaR1sT: Butboth ſenſes, aſwell literall as 
- myſticall, ſeruc to Kings for imitation, and | 
eſpecially to Chriſtian Kings : for Kings fir 
inthe Throne of Gop, and they themſelues 
arecalled Gods. | 
Andtherefore all good Kings in their go- 
uernment, mult imitate God and his Chriſt, 
in bcing iuſt and righteous; Dauid and S4- 
lomon, in being godly and wife : To be wile, 
is vnderſtood, ablctodifcerne,able to iudge 
others: To be godly is,tharthe fountaine 6 


pure whence the {treames proceed : for 


what auailes it though all his workes bee 


godly, if they proceed notfrom godlineſle: 
Toberighteous, is to a mansſelfe : To bee 


l iuſt, 
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wuſt,isrowards others : ButIuſtice ina King 
auailcs nor, vnlefſeit be with acleane hearr: 
forexcepthe be Rightcous,alwell asTuſt, he 
is no good King : and whatcuer iuſtice hee 
docth; exceggyhee docth ir forTuſtice fake, 
and outofthe pureneſſe of his owne hearr, 
neither from priuate ends, vaine-glory , or 
any other by-reſpeCts of his owne, all ſuch 
luſtice is varighteouſnes , and no trew Iu- 
{tice. From this imitation of G oD and 
CHR1srT, in whoſe Throne wee {it, the 
goucrnment of all Common-wealths, and 
eſpecially Monarchies, hath bene from the 
beginning ſetled and eſtabliſhed. Kings 
are properly Iudges.andIudgementproper- 
ly belongs tothem from Go pd: for Kings 
{itin the Throne of GoDÞ, and thence all 


ludgement is deriued. 
Inall well ſetled Monarchies, where Law 


is eſtabliſhed formally and orderly , there 
Iudgement is deferred fromthe King to his 
ſubordinate Magiſtrates; not that the King 
takes it from himſelfe , bur giues it vnto 
them : So it comes not to them Prinatine, 


but Cumulatiae , as the Schoolemen ſpeake. 
en The 
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The ground is ancient, cuer {thence that 
Counſel! which Iethro gaue to Moſes: for at- 
ter that Mojes had goucrned a longtime, in | 
his owne perſon, the burchen grew ſo great, 
hauing none to helpe him , gg his father in 
law comming to viſite him, found him fo 
cumbred with miniſtring of Iultice, thac 
neither the people werefarisfied, nor he well 
able ro pertorme it; Therefore by bis ad- 
uice, ludges were depurcd for caſter queſti- 
ons, and the greater and more profound 
were left to Moſes: And according to this 
0 eſtabliſhmenr,all Kings thathauc had a for- 
| mall goucrnement , elpecially Chriſtian 
Kings in allaages hauegouerned their peo- 
7 ple,though after a diuers maner. 
This Depuration is after one maner in 
| | France, after another here, and eucn my 
owne Kingdomes differ inthispointof go- 
| | uernment : for Scotland differs both from 
| France and England herein; but all agree in 
| chis, (I ſpcake of ſuch Kingdomes or Statcs 
| | wherethe formalitic of law bath placc).thar 
1 the King thatfnsin Gods Throne,onely de- 
putes =; Ivrava Ludges, and hedeputesnoct 


one 
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one burt'a number (for no one ſubalternc 
Indges mouth makes Law) and their office 
is to interprete Law, and adminiſter Iuſtice. 
But as to the number of them, the forme 
of gouernement, the manner of interpreta- 
tion, thediſtinctionof Benches, the diucr- 
{tic of Courts; theſe varie according tothe 
varictic of goucrnement , and-inſtitution 
of diucrs Kings: So this ground I lay, that 
the ſeate of Indgement is properly Gods, 
and Kings are Gods Vicegerents; and by 
Kings Iudges arc _—_ vnder them, to 
beare the burden of gouernement, accor- 

ding tothe. firſt example of Moſes by the 
aduice of. Iethro, and fichence practiſed by 
Dauid and Salomon, the wilclt Kings that c- 
uer were; Whichis in this Plalme ſo inter- 
laced, that asthe firſt verſe cannot be apply- 
ed properly but ro Danid ard Salomon, 'in 
the wordes , Giue thy iudgement to the King, 
&c. Sothe other place in the ſame Plalme, 
Rygbteouſneſſe ſhall flouriſh, and abundance of 
peace ſhall remaine as long as the Moone endu- 
reth , properly ſignifierh the cternitie of 
CHRIST. . This I ſpeake to ſhew-what a 
74 B | neere 
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neere coniunction there is betweene God 


and. the King vpward, and the King and 
his Indges downewards. :. for rhe ſame 


coniunction. that is betweene God. and. 


the King vpward; the fame coniunCctionis 
betweene the. King and his Iudges downe- 
wards. | 

As Kings borrow their power from 
God, ſo Iudges from Kings : And as Kings 
are to accompt to God, ſo [udges vnto God 
and Kings; and both Kings and:Tudges by 
imitation, haue two qualities from God and 
his Chrift,and two qualities from Daxidand 
bis Salomon + Indgement and Righteouſnes, 
from God and Chriſt : Godlines and Wile- 
domefroam Dauid. and Salomon. Andas no 
King can diſcharge his accompt to God,yn- 
leſſehe makeconfciencenot to alter, but to 
declare and eſtabkih the wilof God:So Iud- 


ges cannot diſcharge their accampts to 


Kings, vnleſle they take thelikecare, not to. 


take ypon them tomakelaw, but ioyned to- 
getheraftera deliberate conſultation, ro de- 
clare what the. Law is; For as Kingsareſab- 


ied ynto. GA,Ds Law, .fo they to mans 


Law. 


ed ogy 


{ 


: Se og © 


| 


Law. Itis the Kings Office to protect and 
ſettle the trew interpretation of the Law of 
God within his Dominions : And it is the 
Iudges Office to interprete the Law of the 
King, whercto themſelucsarcallo ſubicct. 
Having now performed this ancient 
Prouerbe, A Tove principium, which though 
it was ſpoken by a Pagan, yet itis good and 
holy: I am now to come to my particular 
Errand,for which Iam here thisday ; wher- 
in I muſthandle two parts : Firſt, the reaſon 
why I haue not theſe fourrcene yeeres, {t- 
thence my Coronation ynrill now, fatisfied 


a great many of my louing ſubic&s, who T 


know haue had a'great expeCtation, and as 
it werea longing, like them that are with 
child,to heare meſpeake inthisplace,where 
my Predeceſſors haue often fitten, andeſpe- 
cially King Henry the ſeucnth; from whom, 


as diuers wayes before, I am lincally deſcen- 


ded, and that doubly to this Crowne; and 
as lam neereſt deſcended of him, ſo doe I 
deſire tofollow himin his beſt actions. 
The next partis the reaſon, Why I am 
now come : The cauſe that made mee ab- 
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{taine, was this : When I came into England 
alchough I was an olde Kang , paſt middle 
aage, and practiſed in gouernment cuer ſi- 
thence I was twelue yeeres olde; yerbeing 
here aſtranger in gouernment, though not 
inblood, becauſe my breeding was inano- 
ther Kingdome;I relolued therfore with Py- 
thagoras to keep filencefeuen yeres,& learne 
my ſelfe the lawes of this Kingdome, before 
I would take vpon.inee to teach them vnto 
others:When this Apprentiſhip was ended, 
thenanotherimpedimentcame, which was 
in thechoiceof that caule, that ſhould firſt 
bring mce hither. I expected ſome great 
cauſe co make my firſt entry vpon:: For I 
thought that hauing abſtained ſo long, it 
ſhould bee a worthy matter that ſhould 
bring me hither. Now cuerycauſemuit be 
oreat or {mall : In ſmall cauſes I thought 
itdiſgraceful ro come,hauing beene ſo long 
abſent; TIngreat cauſes, they muſt beeither 
berwixt the King and ſome of his Subics, 
or betwixt Subicct and Subiect. 

Ina cauſe where my ſelfe was concerned, 
I was loath to come, becauſe men ſhould 


not 


in the Starre-Ghamber. 


not thinkeIdid comeformy owne priuare, 
cither. Prerogatiue 'or profit; or. for any 
otherby-reſpect : Andim that will alwaies 
abidethetriall of menand Angels, neuerto 
haue had any parricularend; in that which 
is cheMaine of all things, IuStice. : » | 
ita great cauſcalſo berweene partic and 
party,greatin reſpectcitherof the queſtion, 
or value of therhing, my comming; might 
ſeeme;as1t were obliquely, to beeinfauour 
of one party, and forthar cauſethis Coun- 
ſellout, orthat Courtier might bee thoughr 
to mooue Metocomehither; Andameane 
cauſe was not worthy of mee, eſpecially for 
my. farlt- entrance : So, lacke of choiſe in 
both reſpects, kept mee off tillnow: And 
now hauing paſled a double apprentiſhip 
of twiceſcuen yeeres, Iam come hither.to 
ſpeakeyntoyou. And nextas tothe reaſons 
of mycommingat this time, they aretheſe: 
Lhaucobſecrued inthetime of my whole 
Reigne here, and my double Apprenti- 


ſhip, diuersthings fallen out inthe Tadica- 
rures hereatWeftminſter Hall,that I thoughc 


required. and yrged a reformation at my 
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hands; whereupon I reſolued with my ſelfe, 
thatT could not more fitly begin.a reforma- 
tion, then here tomake an open declaration 
of my meaning. Iremember Chritts ſaying, 
My ſh:epe heare my ooyce, and fo I aſſure my 
ſelfe, my people will moſt willingly heare 
the voice of me, their owne Shepheardand 
King ; whereupon I trooke this occaſion in 
mine owne perſon here in this Scare: of 
ludgement, not iudicially, but declaratorily 
and openly ro giuethole direCtions, which, 
ar other times by piece-meale, [haue deliue- 
red to fome-of you in diuers lefle publike 
places; but now will pur it vp in all your 
audience, whereI hope it ſhall bee trewly 
caried, andcannot be miſtaken, as itmighr 
hauc bene when itwasſpoken morepriuate- 
ly :1 will for orderſake take mee tothe me- 
thodeof the number of Three, the number 
of perteCtion, and vpon that nuwberdiſtri- 
butcall lhauc to.declareto you. 


Tran) iritlam to giueachargeto my {elfe: 
fora king,ot iudge vndera king,thar 


* firltgiues nota goodchargeto him- 
| {elfe, 


inthe Starre-Chamber, 
ſelfe, vil never beable to giueagood charge 
ro his inferiors ;, for as I haue ſaid, Good ri- 
uerscannot flow bur fro good ſprings;if the 
fountaine be impure, ſomuſtthe riuers be. 

Secondly, ro theTudges : And thirdly, to 
the Auditory, and'the reſt of the. inferiour 
miniſters of Tultice. 

Fir{tI proteſt to you all, inall your audi- 
ence, here ſitting in the ſeate of Tuſtice, be- 
longing vnto God, and now by right fallen 
vnto me, thar I tiaue reſolued, as Confir- 
mation in Maiority followeth Bapriſme in 
minoritie; ſo now after. many yeeres, to re- 
new my promiſe & oath made at my Coro- 
nation concerning Iuſtice; and-the promiſe 
therein for maintenance of the Law of the 
land: And 1 proteſt in Gods preſence, my 
care hatheuer bene to keepe my conſcience 
cleareinall thepoints of my Oath, taken ar 
my Coronation, ſo farre as humane frailtic 
may permitme, or my knowledge informe 
' mee, Iſpeake in point of Tuſtice and Law; 
For Religion, Ihopel am reaſonably well, 
knowen already :I meane therefore of Law 
and Iuſtice; and for Law,I meanetheCom- 
mon 
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mon Lawof the land; according to which 

b= the King goucrnes, and by whichthe peo- 
pleare gouerned. Forthe Common Law, 
you canall beareme witnes, I neuerpreſled 
alteration of it in Parliament; dut on the 
contrary, when Iendeuored moſtan Vnion 
reall,as was already in my perlon, my deſire 
was tO conforme the Lawes of Scotland to 


the Lawof England,and not the Law of E ng-\ 
land to the Law of Scotland; and fo the. pro-/ 
pheſte to beetrew of my wile Grandfather 
Henry the 5.who fortold that theleſſer kin ol 


dome by marriage, would follow the ow 


i 


ter,and not the greater theleſler ; Andthere-” 
fore married his eldeſt daughter Margarer 
to Tamesthe fourth, my great Grandfather. 
It was afooliſh Querke of ſome Iudges, 
who helde that.the Parliament of England, 
could not vnite Scotland and England by the 
name of Great Britaine_, but that ic would 
make an alteration of the Lawes, though I 
am {ince come to thatknowledge, that an 
Acte of Parliament can.doe greater won- 
ders : And that old wiſemanthe T reafourer 
Burghley was wont to fay, Hee knew not 
what 


. 
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what an Ace of Parliament could not doe 
in England; for my intention was alwayes 


ro cftect Vnion by vniting Scotland to Eng. -— 


land , and not Englandto Scotland: For Teucr 
meant, being cuer reſolued , that this Law 
ſhould continue in this Kingdome , and 
ewo things mooued methereunto; One is, 
_thatin matter of Policieand State, you ſhall 
neuer {ee any thing anciently and maturely 
eſtabliſhed, bur by Innouartion or alterati- 
on it is worſe then it was, I meane not by 
purging of it from corruptions ,and reſto- 
4 ring it to the ancient integritie; An other | 
reaſon was, I was {worne to maintainethe 2 
 Lawoftheland, and therefore I had bene 
periuredif[hadaltered it; AndthisIſpeake 
to roote out the conceit and milapprehen- 
f10n, if it bee in any heart, that I would 
change, damnifie, vilifie, or ſuppreſle the 
Law ofthis Land. GoD is myIudgel nc- 
tier meantit; And this confirmation I make 
before you all. VE 
To this I ioyne the point of Tuſtice, 
which. T' call Ynicuique ſunn tribucre.. All 
my Councell, and Iudges, deadand aliue 
C can, 
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can, and could beare me witneſle, how vn- 
partiall I haue bene in declaring of Law. 
And where it hath concerned mee in my _ 
owne inheritance, I haue as willingly ſub- 
mitted my interelt ro the Law, as any my 
Subiccts could doe, and it becomes mee 1o 
ro doe, to. giue example to others : much 
leſſe then, will Lbepartiall ro others, where 
Lam not tomy ſelfe. And fo reſolue your 
{clues, Iuſtice with mee may bee moderated 
in pointofclemencie: fornoTuſtice can bee 
without Mercie. Bur in matters of Iuſtice 
ro giue cucry man his owne , to bee blinde 
without eyes of partialitic; Thisis my full 
reſolution. 

I vicd to lay when I was in Scotland, if 
any man moouecd mee todelay Juſtice, rhar 
it wasagainſ{t che Office of a King ſo to doc; 
Bur when any made ſuit to hatten Inftice, 
I told them I had rather graunt fourtic of 
theſe ſuits, then one of the other : This vas 
alwayes my cuſtomeand ſhalbecner, with 
Gods leaue. | 

Now what I hauc ſpoken of Law and 
luſtice , I meane by the Lary kept in her 


OVNne 


-- 


owne bounds: For I vnderſtand the inher;- 
ranccof the King, and Subie&sin this land, 


muſt bee determined by the; Common _ 
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Law, &c; and that is, by the Lawſerdowne | 
in our forefathers time, expounded by lear- | 


ned men diuers times after in the declara- 
toric Comments,called Reſponſa Prudentum; 
Orels by Statute Law, ſet downeby Actof 
Parliament, ag,occalſion ferues : By thisI do 
not feclude ner Lawes of England ; but 


this is the Law of inheritance in this King- - 


dome. 

There is another Law , of all Lawes frec 
and {upreame, which is GoDs La vv: 
And by this all Common and ———_ 
Lawes muſtbe gouerned: And except they 
hauc dependance ypon this Law, ; 9 arc 
vniuſt and vnlawfull. 

When I ſpcake of thatLaw, I onely giue 
this touch , That that Law in this King- 
dome hath bene roo much neglected , and 
Churchmen too much.had in contempt, I 
mult ſpeake trewth , Great men, Lords, 
ludges, and people of all degrees from the 
higheftto the loweſt, haue roo much con- 

CS temned 
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temned them: And Go bd 'willnot bleſle vs 
inour owne Lawes,if wedoc not reuerence 
and obey GODS LAW; whichcannor 
be, exceptthe interpreters of it be reſpeCted 
and reucrenced. | | 

Auditis a ſigne of the latter dayes draw- 
ing on; cuen the contempt of the Church, 
and of the Gouernours and Teachers there- 
of now in the Church owENGLAND, 
which I ſay in my conſcience , of any 
Church thar cuer I read or knew of, preſent 
or paſt, is molt pure, and neereſt the Primi- 
tineand- Apoſtolicall Church in Doctrine 
and Diipline, and is {urelie{tfounded vp- 
on the word 'of God , of any Church in 


 Chtiſtendome. 


Next vnto this Law is the Law of Nati- 
ons, which God forbid ſhould bee barred, 
and that for two cauſes : One, becauſe ir is 
aLaw tofatisfic ſtrangers, which will not 
{o well hold themſelues ſatisfied with 0- 
ther municipall Lawes : An other, to fatiſtic 
our owne' Subiects in matters of Piracie, 
Marriage, Wills, and things of like nature: 
T hat Law 1 divide into Cruill and Canon; 


And 
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And this Law hath bene {o' much encroa- 
ched vpon, fithence my comming to the 
Crowne, and ſo hadin contempt, that yong 
men are diſcouraged from ſtudying, and 
the reſt weary of their liues-that doe pro- 
feſſe it, and would bee glad toſeckeany o- 
ther craft. 7 | 

So, ſpeaking of the Common Law, I 
meane the Common Law kept within her 
ownelimits, and notderogating from-theſe 
other Lawes, which by long cuſtome haue 
bene rooted here, firlt, the LAW OF 
GOD and his Church, and next, the Law 
: Ciuill and Canon, which in many caſes can- 

F not be wanting. | | 

q To concludethis charge whichIgiuemy 
ſelfe, I profeſſe ro maintaine all the points 

[ of mine; Oath, eſpecially in Lawes, andof” 
Lawes,eſpecially the Common-Law.. 

Andas to maintaineit, foto purgeir; for 
elſe it cannot be maintained: andeſpecially 
ro-purge it from two corruptions,, Incer- 
taintie and Noueltie: Incertaintie is found: 
in the Law itfelfe, wherein I will bee paine- / 
full tocleare it tothe people, and this 1s pros \ 
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pcrly to be done in Parliament by aduice of 
the Ludges. 

The other corruption is introduced by 
the Iudges themſclues, by Nicities thatare _ 
vied, where it may be ſaid, Ab initio non fait fic. 

Nothing in the world is more likely to 
bee permanent to our eyes then yron or 
ſeele, yer the ruſt corrupts it, if it bee nor 
keptcleanc: which ſheweth nothing is per- 
manent here in this world, if it benotpur- 
ged: SoIcannot diſcharge my conſcience in 
maintayning the Lawes, if I keepethem not 
cleane from corruption. 

And now that I may belike the Paſtour, 
that firſt takes the Sacramenthimſelfe, and 
then giues it to the people: Sol hauc firlt ta- 
kenmy owne charge vpon me,beforeIgiue 
you your Charge, leſt it might bee ſaid, 

Turpe et doftors,cum culpa redarguit ipſum. 


WS Ow my Lords the Iudges for your 
Ap parts,the chargeThaueto giue you, 
Re conſiſts likewiſc in three parts. 
Firſtin generall, that you doc Iuſtice vp- 
rightly, as you ſhall anſwerero GoD, and 
me: 
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mee: for asI hauc onely Go D to anſwere 
to, and to expect puniſhment ar his hands, 
ifLoftend ; So you are to anſivere both to 
GoD andro mee, and expec&tpunifhment 
ar GoDs handes and mine, if you be found 
infaulr. 
Secondly , to doe Iuſtice indifferently 

 betweene Subiect and Subicc , betweene 

King and Subie&, without delay, partia- 
licie, feare or briberie, with ſtoure and vp- 
right hearts, with cleane and vncorrupr 
handes. | 
|  WhenlTbid you doecTuſtice boldly, yer I 
bid you doeit ' Fr fearcfully inthis,to 
vtter your owne conceits, and not the trew 
meaning of the Law: And rememberyou 
areno makers of Law, but-Interpretours of 
Law, according to thetrew ſencethercof'; 
for your Office is Is dicere, and not Ins dare: 
And that you ate ſo farre from makin 
Law, that even im the higher Houſe of Par- 
| liamentyou have no voice in making of a 
Law, buranely ro giucyour aduice when: 
you are required, 

Andthough the Lawes bee in many pla- 


CCS, 
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ces obſcure, and not fo well knowne to the 

multitude as ro you, and thatthereare ma- 

ny parts that come not into ordinary pra- 

tile, which are knowne to you, becauſe 

you can finde out the reaſon thereof by 

bookes and prefidents; yer know this, thar 

' your interpretations mult bec alwayes fub- 
1 My, _ 4 1ettocommonlenſeandreaſon. 

For Iwillneuertruſt any interpretation, 

that agreeth not with my common ſenſe 
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7 exception ; it muſt not bee Sophiſtrie or 
| ſtraines of wit that muſt interprete, bur ci- 
\ thercleareLaw,or folidereaſon. 

But in Countreys where the formalitie 
of Law hath no place , as in Denmarke., 
which I may trewly report, as hauing my 
ſelfe bene an eye-wirneſle thereof; all their 
State is gouerned onely by a written Law; 
there is no Aduocate or Proctour admitted 
to plead, onely the parties them(elues plead 


their owne cauſe, and thena man ſtands vp 
and reads the Law, and there isanend; for 


ludge. 


/ andreaſon, and trew Logicke: for Ratioeft 
animaLegis inall humane Lawes , without 


the- yery Law-booke it ſ{elfe is their onely 
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Iudge. Happy wereall Kingdomesif they 
could beſo: Bur heere, curious wits, vari- 
ous conceits, different ations, and yarietic 
of cxamples breed queſtions in Law ; And 
therefore when you hearethe queſtions, if 
they bee plaine, there is a plaine way in it 
ſelie; if they bee ſuch as are nor plaine(for 
mens inuentions dayly abound) then are 


ſenſe, anddraw a goodand certaine Minor 


"of naturall reaſon, out of the Maior of di- 
_re&t Lawe, and thereuponto make arighc 


and trew Conclufion. 
For thoughthe Common Law beamy=\ 
ſteric and $kill beſt knowen vnto your 
ſclues,yer if your interpretation bee ſuch, as 7 
other men which haue Lo ickeand com-\ | 
mon ſenſe vnderſtand not _ » 1 will 
neuer truſt ſuchan Interpretation. 
Rememberallo you areIudges, andnot 
aludge; and diuided into Benches, which 
ſheweth that what you doe, that you ſhould 
doewith aduice and deliberation, not haſti- 
ly and raſhly, before you well ſtudy thecaſe, 
and conferre together ; debating it duely, 
Not 


. : Ft 
you to interprete according to common. _... 


His Miaieſttes Speach 
nor giuing ſingle opinions, per emendicata 
Juffragia; and ſo to giue your Iudgement, as 
you will anſwer to God and me. 

Now hauing ſpoken of your Office in 
generall, I am next to come ro the limits | 
ll wherein you are ro bound your clues, | 
1 which likewile are three. Firlt, Incroach | 
notypon the Prerogatiue of the Crowne : 
If there fall our a queſtion that concernes 
-my Prerogatiue or myltery of State , deale 
not withir, till you conſult withthe King 
or his Councell, orboth: for they are tran- 
ſcendent matters, and multnot beſlibercly 
caried with ouer-raſh wilfulneſle ; for 1o 
may you wound the King through the 
{1des of a priuate perſon : and this I com- 
mend vnto your ſpeciall care, as ſome of | 
t lare hauc done very well, ro blunt | 
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the ſharpe edgeand vaine popular humour 
of ſome Lawyers atthe Barre, that thinke 
- they are not eloquent and bold ſpirited e- 
nouga , exceptthey medale with the Kin Ts 
Prerogatiue : Burt doe not you ſuffer this ; 
forcertainly'if this liberty beeſuffered, the 
Kings Prerogatiue, the Crowne, and], ſhall 
Dc 
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in the Starre-Chamber. 
beas much wounded by their pleading, A45 
if you reſolued whar they difputed ; That 


which concernes the myticrie of the Kings 
power, is not lawfull wo bee diſputed; for 


| thatis to wade into the weakeneſle of Prin- 


ces , and to take away the mylticall reuc- 
rence, that belongs vnto them that fit inthe. 
Throne of God. | 
Secondly, That you keepe your lelues 
within your owne Benches, notto inuade 
other Iuriſdictions, which is vnfit, andan 
volawfull thing; In this I muſtinlarge my 
felfe. Beſides the Courts of Common Law, 
there is the Court of R equelts; the Admi- 
raltic Court ; the Court of the: Preſident 
and Councell of Walles, the Preſidentand 
Councell of the North; High Commiſſion 
Courts,cuery Biſhop in his owne Court. 
Theſe Courts ought to keepe their owne 
limits and boundes of their Commiſliton 
and Inſtructions, according to the ancient 
Preſidents : And like as I declare that my 
pleaſure is, that 'euery of theſe ſhall keepe 
their owne limits and boundes ; So the. 
Courts of Common Lawe are not to en- 
-D £ croach 


His Maieſties Speach 
croach vpon them, no more then it 1s my 
- pleaſurethatthey ſhould encroachvpon rhe 
Common Law: And this isa thing Regall, 
and proper toaKing , to keepe cuery Court 
within his owne bounds. 

In Weftminſter Hal therearefoure Courts : 
Two thathandle cauſes Cuuil, whichare the 
Common-pleas , and the Exchequer: Two 
that determine cauſes Criminall, whicharc 
the Kings-Bench, and the Starre-Chamber, 
where now I {it. The Common-Pleas is a 
pattand branch of the Kings-Bench; for it 
was firſt all one Court; and thenthe Com- 
mon-Pleas being extracted, it was called 
Common-Pleas; becauſe itmedled with the 
Pleas of Priuate perſons, and that which re- 
mained,the Kings-Bench. The otherof the 
Courts for ciuill Cauſes, is the Exchequer, 
which was ordeined for the Kings Reue- 
new:T hat is the principal[nſticution of that 
Court, and hk to be their chicfe ſtudie; 
and as other things come orderly thither 
by occaſion of the former, they may bee 
handled,and luſtice there adminiſtred. 

Keepe you therefore all in your owne 
bounds, and for my part, I deſire you ro 
gue 
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giueme no more rightinmy priuate Prero - 
gatiue, then you giue to any Subicct; and 
therein I will bee acquieſcent : As for the 
abſolute Prerogatiue ofthe Crowne, thar is 
no Subict for the rongue of a Lawyer, nor 
is lawfull to be diſputed. -, 

Itis Athieſme and blaſphemic rodiſpute * } 
what God can. doe: good-EChriftians con- / 
tent themſelues with his will reucaled in his 
word. So, it is preſumption and high con- { 
remptina. Subicct, rodiſpute whata King ; 
can doe , or ay thata King cannot doethis, / 
or that; but reſt in-that whichis the Kings : 
revealed will in his Law: 

TheKings-Benchis the principall: Court 
forcriminallcauſcs, and in ſome relpetts ic 
deales with cwuill caules. | 

Then is there a Chancerie Court; this is 
a Court of Equirie, and hath powerrodeale- 
likewiſe in Ciuill cauſes :Ir is called the diz 
{penſer of the Kings Conſcience, follow- 
ing alwayes the intention of Lawe and. Iu-. 
ſtice; notaltering the Law, not making that: 
blacke which other Courts made white, 
nor , &connerſo ; But in this itexceeds other: 
D- 3, Courts, 


Hi, Maieities Speach : 


Courts, mixing Mercic with Iuſtice , where 


other Courts proceed only according to the, 


{trictrules of Law: And where the rigour 
ofthe Law in many caſes will yndoea Sub- 
iect, there the Chancerie tempers the Law 
with equitie, and fo mixcth Mercie with Iu- 
ſticc,as it preſerues men from deftruCtion.; 

And thus (as before I tolde you ) is 
the Kings Throne eſtabliſhed by Mercie 
and Iuſtice. | 

The Chancerie is vadependant of any 
other Court, andis onely vnderthe King: 
There it is written Teſte mcipſo; from that 
Court there is no Appcale. And as I am 
bound in my Conſcience to maintaine cuc- 
ry Courts Iurifdiction, ſo eſpecially this, 
and nor fufter ir to ſuſtaine wrong ; yet fo 
ro maintaine it, as to keepe & within the 
ownelimirs,and free from corruption. My 
Chancellor that now is, I found him Kec- 


per of the Scale , theſameplace in ſubſtancez. 
alchough T gaue him the Stile of Chancel- | 


lor, and God hath kept him inittill novy ; 
and I pray God hemay hold irlong; and fo 
lhopehe will, He will beare me witneſle; 

I ncucr 
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munire againlt himſclte ? 


Win the Starre-Chamter. 


I nener gaue him other warrant, then to 
TOC ON in . his Courr..according. to Preit- 
dents, warranted by. Law in the time of the 


beſt goucrning Kings, . and molt learned 
.Chancellors; Theſe were the limits I gaue 
-ynto him ; beyond the ſame limits hee hath 
promiſed me he will neuer goe. 


And as hee hath promiſed mee totakeno 


other Iuriſdiction to himlelte , ſo it is my 
. promiſe cuerto mainraine: this Turiſdiftion 


in that Court : Therefore I ſpeake this to 


vindicate thar Court from mulconceiprand 


contempr. Y 0 | IP 
[ct isthe dueticof Tudges to puniih thoſe 
that ſecke to depraue the proceedings of 


any the, Kings Courts, and not to encou- 
: rag 


gethem any way : And I mult confeſſe] 
chought it an odious and inept ſpeach , and 
it gricued me very much, thatitſhould bee 
faid in Weſtminfler Hall, thata Premunirelay 
againl(t the Courr of the Chancery and Ot- 


- ficers there: how can the King grant a Pre- 


—_ 


It was afooliſh, incpt,and preſumpruous 


Attempt, and fittertorthe time of fomevn- 
worthie 
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worthic King : ynderitand mee aright I 


meane not, the Chanceric ſhould exceede 
his limire; bur on the other part, the King 
onely is to correct it, and none elſe: And 
therefore I was greatly abuſed in thar ar- 
rempt * Forif any was wronged there, the 
complaint ſhould haue cometo me. None 
of you but will confeſle you hauea King of 
rcaſonable vnderltanding , and willing to 
reforme ; why then ſhould you ſpare to 
complaineto me, thatbeing rhe high way ; 
aud not goe the other by-way , and backe- 
way,in contempt of our Authority. 
And therefore fitting heere inaſeate of 
Iudgement,[declareand command, that no 
man hereafter preſume to ſue a Premunire 


againſt the Chancery ; which I may the - 


morcealily doe, becauſe no Premunire can 
bee ſued burart my ſuite: AndI may iuſtly 
barre my ſelfeat mine owne pleaſure. 

Asall inundations come with ouerflow- 
ing the bankes, and neuer come withour 
great inconuenience, andare thoughtpro- 
digious by Aſtrologers in things to come: 
So is this oucrflowing the bankes of your 

Iuri(dicton 
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LIuriſdi&tion in it ſelfe inconuenient , and 
may proue prodigious to the State. 

Remember therefore, that hereafter you 
keepe within your limits and Iurifdictions. 
It is aſpeciall point of my Officeto procure 
and command, that amonglt Courrs there 
: bea concordance,and muſicall accord; and 
It is your parts to obey, and ſee this kept: 
And, as you are to obſcrue rhe ancient 
Lawes and cuſtomes of England ; ſo arc you 
to keepe your ſelues within the bound of 
| direct Law,orpreſ:dents; and of thoſe, nor 
|  eueryſnatched pre{ident, carped now here, 
| now there, as it were running by the way ; 
| but ſuch as haue neuer bene controuerted, 
|  butbythe contrary, approued by common 
viage, in times of beſt Kings, and by moſt 
learned Tudges. 

The Starre- Chamber Court hath bene 
likewiſe ſhaken of late, and the laſt yeere it 
had receiued a ſore blow, if it had not bene 
alliſted and cariea by a few voices, The very 
name of Starre-Chamber, {cemeth to procure 
a reucrence to the Court. 

I will not play the Criticke to deſcant " 
the 
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the name; It hath a name from heauen, a 
Starreplaced init; anda Starreis a glorious 
creature, and ſcated ina glorious place, next 
vnto the Angels. The Starre-(hamber isallo 
glorious inſubſtance; forin the compoſiti- 


on, it is of foure ſorts of perſons : The firſt 
two are Priuic Councellors and Iudges, the 


one by wiſedome in matters of State; the 


other, by learning in matters of Law, to di- 
re&t and order all things both according to 
Law and State : The other two ſorts are 
Peercs of the Realme, and Biſhops : The 
Peeres are there by reaſon of their greatnes, 
ro giue authoritie to that Court : TheBi- 
{hops becauſe of their learninginDiuinitie, 
and the intereſt they haue inthe good go- 
uernment of the Church : And ſo, both the 
learning of both diuine and humane Law, 
and. experience and practiſe in Gouerne- 
ment,areconioyned together inthe procee- 
dings of this Courr. 

There is no Kingdome bur hath a Courr 
of Equitie, cither by it ſelfe, as is here in 
England, or elſe mixed, and incorporate in: 
their Office that are Indges in the Law, as it 


15 


mn theSltarre-Chamber. 
| 1s in Scotland : But the order of England is 


much more perfect, where they are diui- 
ded. Andasin caſe of Equitie, where the 
Law determines not clearely , there the 
Chancerie doeth determine, hauing Equitie 
belonging to it, which docth belong to no 
other Court : So the Starre-Chamber hath 
that belonging toit, which belongs to no 
other 'Courr : For in this Court Attempts 
* arepuniſhable, where other Courts puniſh 
onely facts ; And allo where the Law pu- 
niſheth fa&ts calily, as in caſe of Riotts or 
Combates, there the Starre- Chamber puniſh- 
ethina higher degree; And alfo all combi- 
nations of practiſes and conſpiracies ; And 
if the King be diſhonoured or contemned 
in his Prerogatiue, ic belongs moſt proper- 
ly to the Pecres and Tudges of this Court to 
puniſhit; So then this Court being inſtitu- 
ted for ſo great cauſes, it is great reaſon it 

ſhould haue great honour. 
Remember now how I haue taught you 
brotherly loue one toward another : For 
you know well, that as you areTudges, you . 
arc all brethren, and your Courtsare filters. 
Ez I pray 
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[ pray you therefore, labour to Keept that 

{wecte harmonie which is among[t thoſe 

Siſters rhe Muſes. What greater miſery can 

there be tothe Law, then contempr of the 

Law 2 and what readier way to contempr, 

then when queſtions come, what ſhall bee 
determined 1n this Court, and what io that 
Whereupon two euils doe ariſe; Theone, 
that men come not now to Courts of [u- 
{tice,to heare matters of right pleaded, ard. 
decrees gun accordingly, bur onely out of 
acurioſitic to heare quelttions of the 1uril- 
dictions of Courts difputed , and to ſee the 
cuent, what Court is ike to preuaileaboue 
the other; And the other 1s, that the Pleas 
are turned from Court to Court in an end- 
leſlecircular motion, as vpon {xions wheele: 
And this was the reaſon. why 1 found 1uſt 
fault with that multitude of Prohibirions : 
tor when a poore Miniſter had with long 
labour , and great CXPCence of charge and 
time, gotten a ſentence for his Tirhes,rhen 
comes a Prohibition, and rurnes him round 
from Court to Court, and fo makes his 
cauſe immortal and endlefle ; for by this 
VINCer- 
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vncertaintic of Turiſdiction' amongeſt 
Courts, .cauſesare ſcourged from Courtto 
Court, and this makes the fruitof luits like 
Tantalys fruit, {till neere the ſuiters lips, but 
can neuercome to taſtit. And this in deed 
is a great delay of Iuſtice, and makes cauſes 
cndlefle: Therefore the onely way toauoyd 
this,is for you to keepe your owne bounds, 
and nouriſh not the people in contempt of 
other Courts, but teach them reuerence to 
Courts in your publiqueſpeaches, bothin 
your Benches andin your Circuits; So ſhall 
ou bring them. to: a reuerence, both of 
Gop, andof the King. Eo 
Keepe therefore your owne limits to- 
wards the King, towards other Courts,and 
rowardsother Lawes,bounding your clues 
within your owne Law, and make not new 
Law. Remember,as I-{aid before, that you 
areludges, to declare,and notto make Law: 
For when you make a Decree neuer heard 
of before, you are Law-gluers , and not 
Law-tellers. | 
[ hauelaboured to gather ſome Articles, 


like an Index expurgatorius,of nouclties new 
3 crept 
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crept into the Law,and I hauc it ready to be 
con{idered of : Looke to Plowdens Cales, 
and your old Refponſa prudentum ; if you 
finde it not there, then (ab initio non fuit ſic) I 
muſt fay with CHR1sT, Away with the 
new polygamie, and maintaine the ancient 
Law pure and vndefiled,as it was before. 


E O the Auditory I haue but little to 
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7 ſay, yet that little will not be ill be- 
E829 itowed to be faid at this time. 
| SinceI hauenow renewed andconfirmed 
my refolution to maintaine my Oath, the 
Law andIuſtice of the Land; So dol expe, 
that you my Subic&ts do ſubmit your ſclues 
as youought,to the obſeruanceof that Lavw. 

And as I haue diuided the two former 
parts of my Charge; So will I diuide this 
your ſubmiſſon into three parts; for order- 
ly diuiſions and methode, cauſc things bet- 
ter to be remembred. 

Firſt in generall, that you giue duercue- 
renceto the Law; and this generall diuides 
itſelfe into three. | 

Firſt,notto ſuc, butypon iuſtcauſe. 
Secondly, 
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Secondly , being ſued, and Iudgement 
paſſedagainſt you , Acquielce in the ludge- 
ment, and doe not tumultuate againſt it ; 
and take examplefrom me,whom you haue 
heard here proteſt, that when eucrany De- 
cree ſhall be giuen againſt me in my private 
right, berweene meand a Subic&t, Iwillas 
hnmbly acquieſce, as the meancſt man in 
cheLand. Imirate me inthis, for in cuery 
Plea there are two parties, and Iudgemenr 
can be bur for one, andagainſt the other; fo 
one multalwayes be diſpleaſed. 

Thirdly, doe not complaine and impor- 
rune mee againſt Indgements; for I holde 
this Paradoxe to be a good rulein gouern- 
ment, that it is better AM a King to main- 
rainean vniult Decree, then to queſtion c- 
uery Decrec and Iudgement, after the gi- 
uing of a ſentence; for then ſuites ſhall ne- 
uer haue ende : Therefore as you come ga- 
ping to the Law forTuſtice, ſo bee ſatisfied 
and contented when Iudgement is paſt a- 
gainſt you, and trouble not mee; butif you 
hinde briberic or cO—_— , then come 


boldly : bur when I fay boldly , beware of 
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comming to complaine, except yoube very 
ſure to proouethe juſtice of your cauſe; O- 
therwile looke for Lex Talionis tobee execu- 
ted vpon you; for your acculing of an vp- 
right ludge,deſerues double puniſhment,in 
that you lecke to lay infamie ypon a wor- 
thy perſon of that reuerentcalling. 

And bee not tild on with your owne 
Lawyers tales, that. ſay the cauſc is iuſtfor 
their owne gaine ; but belceue the Tudges, 
that haueno hire bur of me. 

Secondly, in your Pleas , preſume not 
to meddle with things againſt the Kings 
Prerogatiue , or Honour : Some Gentle- 
/ men of late hauc bene roo bold this wayes; 
. If you vſeit,the Iudges will puniſh you; and 

If they ſuffer it, I muſt puniſh both them 
and you, Plead not vpon new Puritanicall 
 ſtraines, rhat make all things popular ; but 
| Keepe you within the ancient Limits of 
Pleas. 

Thirdly, make not many changes from 
Court to Court : for hee that changeth 
Courts, ſhewes to miſtruſt the iuſtneſle of 
thecauſc. Goe to the right place , and the 
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Courrthat is proper for your cauſe; change 
not thence, and ſubmit your ſ{elues to the 
ludgement giuen there. 

Thus hauing finiſhed the charge to my 
{clfe, the Iudges and the Auditorie, Iam to 
-craue your pardon if I haue forgotten any 
thing, or beene inforced to breake my Me- 
thode ; for you mult remember, I comenot 
hither with a written Sermon: I haue no 
Bookes to readeitout of, andalong peach, 
manifold buſineſſe, anda lirtle leaſure may 
well pleade pardon forany fault of memo- 
rie; and trewly I know not if I hauc forgot- 
ren any thing or nor. | = 

And now haue [ deliuered, Firlt my cx- 
cuſe, why 1 came nor till now: Next, the 
reaſons why I came now : Thirdly, my 
charge , and that to my {elfe, to you my 
Lords the Iudges,and tothe Auditoric. | 
| IThaucalſoan ordinarie charge thatI vic 
to deliuer to the Iudges before my Coun- 
cell, when they goetheir circuits; and ſeeing 
I am come to this place, you ſhall haue thar 
alſo, and fo I will maketheold layin trew, 
Combe ſeldome, combe ſore, I mcane 2 my 
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long deteining youar this time, which will 
be lo much the more profitable in this Au- 
ditoric; becauſe a number of the Auditoric 
will be informed here who may relate it to 
their fellow Iuſtices in the countrey. 

My Lords the Indges, you know very 
well, thatas you are [udges with mee when 
you {it here; {o are your Iudges vnder me, 
and my Subſtitutes in the circuits, where 
you are Iudyes Irinerant to doe Juſtice to 
my people. 

It isan ancient and laudable cuſtome in 
this Kingdome,thart the Iudges goc thorow 
theKingdome in Circuits, cafing the peo- 
ple thereby of great charges, who muſt 
otherwiſe come from all the remote parts 
of the Kingdome to Weſtminſt:r Hall, for 
the finding out and puniſhing of offences 
paſt, and preuenting the occat1on of offen- 
ces that may ariſe. 

[can giue you no other charge in effect, 
bur onely to remember you againe of the 
fame in ſubſtance whichTdeliuered to you 
this time Twelue-moneth. 

Firſt, remember that when you goe your 
 Car- 
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| Circuits, you goc not onely-to puniſh and 
preuent offencss, but you are to take care for 
rhe good gouernmentin generalof the parts 
where youtrauell,as well as todoeTuſtice in 
particular berwixt party and party,in cauſes 
criminall and ciuill. 

You haue charges to giue to Tuſtices of 
peace, that they doe their dueties when you 
are abſcot, aſwell as preſent : Take an ac- 
comptof them, and report their ſeruice to 
meartyour returne. | 

As non of you will hold ir ſufficient to 
giuea charge, exceprin taking theaccompr, 

| you finde the fruit of it: So] lay to you,. It 
[ will not be ſufficient tor you, ro heare my 
charge, ifat your returne, you bring notan 
accompt to the haruelt of my ſowing, 
4 which cannot bee done in generall, butin 
| making to me aparticular report what you 
hauedone. 

For, a King hath two Offices. 

Firſt, ro dire rhings to be done: 

Secondly, to takeanaccompt how they 
arefulfilled, for whatis it the better for mee 
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ro direct as an Angel, if I rakenot accompr 
of your doings. 

I know not whether miſu nderſtanding, 
or {lackenefle bred this, that I had no ac- 
comprtbur ingenerall, of that I gaue you in 
47 me in charge the laſt yeere ; Therc- 

oreI now charge you againe, that at your 
next returne, you repaire to my ( hancellor, 
and bring your accompts to him in wri- 
ting, of thoſe things which in particular] 
haue giuen you in charge : And then when 
I haue ſeene your accompts, as occaſion 
ſhall ſerue, ir may bee I will call for ſome of 
you, to beinformed of the {tate of thar part 
of the countrey where your Circuit lay. 

Of theſe two parts of your ſeruice, I 
know the ordinary legall part of Ni prius 
is che more profitable to you : Butthe other 
part of iuſtice is more neceſlary for my ſer- 
uice. Therefore as Chriſt ſaid to the Phari- 
ſes, Hoc agite,as the molt principall: yer I wil 
lay, Et illudnonomittice : which, thatyou may 
the better doe, I haue allowed you a day 
more #2 your Circuits, then my Predecef- 
ſors haue done. 


And 
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And this you ſhall finde, that euen as a 


King, (let him be neuer fo godly, wile,righ- 
treous, andiult) yer it the fublaterne Magi- 
{trats doe not their parts vnder him, the 
Kingdome mult needes ſuffer : So let the 
Iudges be neuer {o carefull and induſtrious, 
if the Tuſtices of Peace vnderthem, put nor 
ro their helping handes, in vaine is all your 
labour : For « are the Kings eyes and 
cares inthe countrey. It was an ancient cu- 
itome, thatall the ludges both immediarly 
before their going to their Circuits, andim- 
mediatly vpon their returne, repaired to the 
Lord Chancellour of England, bothto recciue 
what directions it ſhould pleaſe the King 
by his mouth to giue vnto them; asalſoto 
v1uchim anaccomprt of their labours, who 
was ro acquaint the King therewith: And 
this good ancient cuſtome hath likewiſe 
beene too much lacked of late; And there- 
fore firſt of all, Iam tocxhort & command 
you, thatyou bee carefull ro giuea good ac- 
comptto mecand my Chancellor, of the due- 
ties performed by all Tuftices of Peace in 
your Circuits : Which. gouernment by Iu- 
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ſtices, is ſo lawdableand fo highly eſteemed 
by mace, thatI haue made Scozland to be go- 
uerved by 1ultices and Conſtables, as kng- 
land is. Andlcrnot Gentlemen bealhamed 
of this Place; for it isa place of high Ho- 
ncur, and great reputation, to bce made a 
Miniſter of the KI1ngs lulticc, in feruice of 
the Common-wealth. 
Of theſe there are two forts, as there is of 
all Companies, cfpecially where there is a 
great number; that is, good and bad lutti- 
ces: For the good, youare to informe me of 
chem, thatI may know them, thanke them, 
and reward them, as occat1on ferucs : For I 
hold a good Tultice of Peace in his Coun- 
rrey, to doemeec as good feruice, as hee that 
waits vpon inc in my Privie Chamber, and 
as ready will I be to 1eward him; For I ac- 
compt him as capable of any Honour, Ot- 
fice, or preferrement abour my Perſon, or 
forany place of Councell or State, as well 
as any Courtcour that is neere about mee, 
oranythat haue deſerucd well of mein for- 
rainc imployments : Yea] clteeme rhe ſcr- 
uice done mee by a good Tultice of Peace, 
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three hundred miles, yea {1xc hundred miles 
out of my fight, as well as the feruice done 
me in my prelence: For as God hath giuen 
mee large limits, ſo multI bee carefull thar 
my prouidence may reach to the tarthelt 
parts of them : Andas Law cannot bee ho- 
noured, except Honour be C1UEN TO ludges: 
ſo without due reſpect to luitices of Peace, 
whatregard will be had of the ſeruice? 

Therefore let none bee alhamed of this 
Office, or be diſcouraged in being alultice 
of Peace, if he ſerue worthily in it. 

The Chancellour vader me, makes Iuſti- 
ces, and puts them out; bur neither I, nor 
hee can tell whart they are : Therefore wee 
mult be informed by you Iudges, who can 
onely tel], who doe well, and who docill; 
without which, how can thegood bee che- 
:ithed and maintained,and therelt put out? 
The good Iultices are carefull to atrend the 
{cruicc of the King and countrey, forthanks 
onely of the King, and loue to their coun- 
trey,and for noother reſpect. 

Thebad are either idle Slowbellies, thar 
abide alwayes at home, giuen to alife of caſe 
and 
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and delight, liker Ladies then men ; and 
thinkeitis cnough to contemplate Iuſtice, 
when as Virtus m afione confelic : Conten- 
platiue Iuſtice is no 1uſtice, and contempla- 
tive Tuſtices are fit to be pur out. 

Another {ortof Tuſtices are buſic-bodies, 
and will haucall men danceafter their pipe, 
and fol'ow their grearneſle, or elſe will not 
becontent; A lortof men, Qui ſe primes om- 
nium efſe putant, nec ſunt tamen; thele proud 
ſpirits muſt know, that the countrey is or- 
; cone to obey and follow Go ÞD and the 
King, and not them. 

Anotherſort are they, that goe ſeldome 
ro the Kings ſeruice, bur when ir is to helpe 
{ome of their kindred or alliance; So as 
when they come, iristo helpetheir friends, 
or hurt their enemies, making Tuſtice to 
ſerue for a ſhadow to Faction, and tumul- 
tuating the countrey. 

Another ſort are Gentlemen of great 
worth in their owne conceit, and cannot 
bee content with the preſent formeof Go- 
uernement, but muſt haue a kind of libertic 
in thepeople, and muſt bee gracious Lords, 
and 
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and Redeemers of their libertie; and in c- 
ucry cauſethat concernes Prerogatiue, giue 
a (narchagainita Monarchie, through their . 
Puritanicalirchivg aftcr Popularitie : Some 
of them haue thewed themſclues too bold 
of late in the lower houſe of Parliament : 
And when all is done, if there were not a 
King, they would be leſle cared forthen o- 
ther men. 

And now hauing ſpoken of the qualitics 
of the Iuſtices of Peace, Iam next to {peake 
of their number. - As I cuer held the mid- 
way in all things to bethe way of Vertue,in 
eſchewing both extremities: So doe I 
in this: for vpon the one part, a multitude 
of lulſtices of Peace in the countrey more 
then is neceſſary, breeds but confuſton » for 
a!though it bean old Prouerbe, that Many 
handes make light worke; yet too many 
make ſlight worke; and too great a num- 
ber of Iuſtices of Peace, will make the buſt- 
neſle of the countrey to bee the more neg- 


lected, euery one truſting to another, o as 


nothing ſhalbe well done; beſides the bree- 


ding of great corruption : for where there 
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1s a great Bumber, it can hardly be,butſome 
wilbe corrupted. And vpon the other part, 
too few tuffeces of Peace, will not be ablcto 
vndergoc the burthen of the {eruice; And 
therefore would neither hauetoo few, nor 
roo many, but as many in cuery countrey, 
as may, according to the proportion of that 
countrey, bee neceſlary for the pertormirg 
of theſeruicethere,and no tore. 

As tothe charge you areto giue to the 
luſtices, I can bur repeat what formerly 
[ baue told you; Yerinſogooda bulineſle, 
Leftio lea placet , decies repetita- tlacebit. 
And a; I beganne with tultilling the Pro- 
uerbe, A loue principium; lo will I beginne 
the charge you hauero giue to the Tuſtices 
with Church-matters: for Go D will bleſſe 
eucry good buſineſſethe better, thathe and 
his Church haue the precedence. Thar 
which I am now to ſpeake, is anent Recu- 
ſants and Papiſts. You neuer returned from 
any Circuit, but by youraccompt made vn- 
to me, I both conceiued great comfort, and 
oreat griefe : Comfort,when I heardanum- 
hero Recuſants in ſome Circuits to be di- 

miniſhed: 
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miniſhed : Griefe to my heart and ſoule, 
when I heard a number of Recuſants to be 
in other Circuits increaſed. 

L prote{t yaro you, nothing inthe earth 
can grieue mee lo much, as mens falling A- 
way from Religion in my dayes; Andno- 
thing ſo much 1oyes me , as when that Re- 
ligion increaſeth vnder mee. Go D is my 
witneſſe, I ſpeake nothing for vaine-glory; 
bur ſpeake it againe ; My heart is gricued 
when [ heare Recuſants increaſe : Therefore 
L wiſh you Iudges,to take it ro heart,as Idoe, 
and preuent it as you can; and make mee 
knowento my people,as I am. 

Thereare three ſorts of Recuſants: The 
firita:e they that for themſelues will beeno 
Recuſants, but their wiues and their fami- 
lies are; and they rhemſelues doe come to 
Church, but once ortwice jnayecre, infor- 
ced by Law, or for faſhion fake; Theſe may 
bee formall to the Law, but more falſeto 
Go Þ thentheother ſort. 

The ſecond ſortare they that are Recu- 
{ants & hauetheir conſcience miſſe-led, and 


thereforerefulero cometo Church, bur o- 
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therwilc liuc as peaceable Subiects. 
Therhird fortarepractifing Recuſants; 
T heſe force all their {eruants ro bee Recu- 
ſanrs with them; they will ſuffer none of 
their tenants, but they mult be Recuſants; 
and their neighbours if they liue by them 
in peace, mult be Recuſantsalio. 

Theſe you may finde out asafoxe by the 
foule {mell, a great way round abour his 
hole ; This isa high pride and preſumpri- 
on, that they for whoſe ſoules I muli an- 
{were to GoDp, and who cnioy their liucs 
and liberties vader mee, will nor onely bee 
Reculants themſelues, but infect and draw 
others after them. 

As T haue faid in Parliament houſe, I can 
loue the perſon of a Papiſt, being otherwiſe 
agood man and honeſtly bred, neuer ha- 
uing knowen any other Religion : but the 
perion'of an Apoſtate Papiſt, I hate. And 
{urely for thoſe Polypragmaricke Papilts, I 
would you would {tudie out ſome ſeue. e 

uniſhment for them : for rhey keepe rot 
infection in their owne hearts onely, bur 
allo infcct others ourgood Subiets. Ard 
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that which I fay for Reculants, the fameT 
fay for Prieſts : I confeſſe Lam loath to hang 
a Pric{t onely for Religion fake, and ſaying 
Maſle; bur if he refuſe the Oath of Alleagi- 
_ ance(which, letthe Popeandall thedeuils 
in Hell ſay what they will) yer (as you finde 
by my booke and by diuers others,is meere- 
ly Ciuill) choſe that fo refuſe the Oath, and 
are Polypragmaticke Recufants ; I leaue 
them to the Law; it is no perſecution, bur 
good Iuſtice. 
And thoſe Prieſts alſo, that out of my 
raceand Mercy haue beene let gocoutof 
priſons, and baniſhed, vpon conditionnor 
ro returne; askemeeno queſtions touching 
theſe, quir meof them, and letme not heare 
of them: And to them I ioyne thoſe thar 
breake priſon; for ſuch Prielts as the priſon 
will not hold, itis a plaine figne nothing 
will hold them bur a halter : Such are no 
Martyrs that refuſe to ſuffer for their con- 
ſcience. Paul, notwithſtanding the doores 
were open, would not come foorth + And 
Peter came not out of the priſon till led b 
the Angellof God: Burthele will goe fol, 
| G-3 though 
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L haue giuenorder to my Lord of ( anter- 
bury , and my Lord of Loon for the diſtin- , 
ion, &c. of the degrees of Pricites ; and 
when I haucan accompttrom them, then 
wil giuc you another charge Concerning 
T:CIN. 

Aro herthing thatofftenderh the Realme, 
15 abundance of Ale-houlcs ; and theretore 
toauoyd thegiuing occafion of cuill, and to 
rake away the roote, and puniſh the exam- 

leof vice, I would haucthe infamous Ale- 
fouſe ulled downe, and a command to 
allIuitices of Peace that this be done. 

I may complaine of Ale-houſles, for re- | 
ccipt of Stealers of my Deere; but the coun- | 
trey may complaine for ſtealing their hor- | 
les, oxen, and ſheepe; formurder, cutting 
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of purſes , and ſuch like offences ; for thele þ 
aretheir haunts. Deuouring bealts , as Ly- 
ons,aud Beares,will not be where they haue 
nodennesnorcouetrt, So there would beno 
rheeues, if they had northeir receipts, and 
theſe Alchoulſesas their dennes. 

Another ſort, arc akinde of Alc-houſes, 
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which are houſes of haunt and receipt for 
Adebauſhed rogues and vagabonds, and idle 
{turdiefcllowes; and thelearenot properly 
Ale houles, but bale vicuallers, ſuch as 
haucnothing elſe ro live by , bur keeping 
houſes of receipt for ſuch kinde of cuſto- 
- mers. I haue diſcouered a ſtrange packe of 
late, Thar within tenne or rwelue miles of 
London, thereare tenneor twelue perſons 
that liue in ſpight of me; going with Pi- 
ſtols, and walking vp aud downetrom har- 
bourto harbour killing my Deere, and ſo 
ſhifctrom hold co hold, that rhey cannot be 
apprehended. 

For Rogues, you haue many good Acts 
of Parliament: Evward the {1xt, though hee 
wereachild, yerfor this, he in his time gaue 
berter order then many Kings did in their 
aage: You mult take order ior theſe Beg- 
gars and Rogues ; for they ſo {warme in c- 
uery place, that a man cannor goe in the 
{treetes, nor in the high wayes, nor any 
where forthem. 

Looke to your houſes of Correction, 
and remember that in the chicfe Iuſtice 
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Pophams time, there was not a wandering 
beggerto be toundin all Somerſet/bire, being 
his native countrey. 
Hauea careallo to lupprefſerthe building 
_ of Cortages vpon Commons, which are as 
bad as Alehouſles, and the dwellers in them 
do commonly iteale Deare, connics,ſheepe, 
oxen, horſes; breake houſes, and docall mw: a- 
ner of villanies. Ir is trew, fome ill Iuſti- 
ces make gaineof rheſe baſe things: takean 
accompt of the Iuſtices of Peace, that they 
may know they doe thele things againit 
the will of the King. 
I am likewiſe to commend vnto you a 
thing very neceſſaric, High-wayes and 
Bridges; becauſe no Common-weale can 
bee without paſſage :I proteſt, that as my 
heart doeth ioy in the ereftionof Schooles 
and Hoſpitals, which haue bene more in 
my time, then in many aages of my prede- 
ceſſors; lo it gricues me,anditis wonderfull 
to ſee the decay of charitic in this; how 
ſcant men are in contributing towards the 
amendment of High-wayes and Bridges: 
Therefore take a care of this, for thart is 
done 
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done to day withapcnie, that willnotbee 
done hereafter with an hundred pounds, 
and that will bee mended now in a day, 
which hereafter will not bee mended ina 
yeere ;and thatina yeere, which will notbe 
donein ourtime, as wee may ſceby Panles 

Steeple. | 
Another thing to be cared for,is,the new 
Buildings here aboutthe Citicof London; 
concerning which my Proclamations haue 
gone foorth, and by the chicfe Iuſtice here, 
and his Predeceſſor Popham, ithath benere- 
ſolued to beea generall rufans to the whole 
Kingdome: And this is that, whichis like 
the Spleene in the body, which in meaſure 
as itoucrgrowes, the body waſtes. Foris it 
poſſible butthecountrey mult diminiſh, if 
London doc ſo increafe, andall forts of peo- 
ple doe cometo London? and where doeth 
this increaſe appeare? notin the heartof the 
City, but intheſuburbs; notgiuing wealth 
or pon rothe Ciry, but bringing miſerie 
and ſurcharge both ro City and Court; cau- 
{ing dearth and ſcaifiric RE? h the great 
prouifion of viauals and rae , that muſt 
H be 
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befor ſuch amulricude of people: And theſe 


buildings {cruclikewiſero harbor the worlt 
ſort of people, as Aleboulcs and cottages 
doe. I remember , that before Chriltmas 
wasiwelue-moneth {i madea Proclamation 
tor thiscauſe, Ti:atall Gentlemen of qua- 
tie ſhould deparc to their owne countreys 
and houſes, to mainiaine hoſpitalitie a- 
n:ong({ttheir n:ighb- urs; which was equi- 
uocally taken by tome, as that it was meant 
onely tor that Chrittmas : Burmy will and 
meaning was , and here I declare that my 
meaning was, that ir ſhould alwayes con- 
tinue. 

One of the great caules of all Gentlemens 
defire, that haue no calling or errand, ro 
dwcil in London, is apparently the prideof 
the women: For if they be wiues, then their 
husbands ; andif they be maydes, then their 
fathers mult bring them vp to London, be- 
caulſc the new faſhion is ro be had no where 
butin London :and here, if they be vnmar- 
ricdthcy marretheir warriages, andifthey 
be married they looſe theirreputations,and 
robbetheir husbands purſes. Iris the faſhi- 
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on of Italy, eſpecially of Naples, (which is 
one of the richeſt parts of ir) that all the 
Gentry dwell inthe principall rownes, and 
ſo the whole countrey is emprie : Euen ſo 
nowin England, all the countrey is gotten 
into London; ſo as with time, England will 
onely bce London, and rhe whole countrey 
be left waſte: For as we now do imitate the 
French faſhion, in faſhion of Clothes, and 
Lackeystofollow cucry man; So haue wee 
gotvpthe Italian faſhion, in liuing miſera- 
bly in ourhouſes, anddwelling allin the ci- 
tie: butlctvs in Gods name leaue thele idte 
forreine toyes, and keepethe old faſhionof 
Enyland: For it was wont to bee the honour 
and reputation of the Engliſh Nobiliticand 
Gentry, to liuc in the countrey , and keepe 
hoſpiralitie; for which wee werefamous a- 
bouc all the countreys in the world; which 
we may the better doe, hauingafſoile abun- 
dantly fertileto liuc in. 

And now outof my owne mouth I de- 
clareyntoyou, which being in this place, is 
equall to a Proclamation, which I intend 
likewiſe ſhortly hereafter ro haue publikely 
| Fi 2 pro- 
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proclaimed, ) tharthe Courtiers, Citizens, 
and Lawyers, and thoſc thar belong ynto 
them, and others as haue Pleas in Terme 
time, arc onely neceſſary perlonsto remaine 
about this City ; others mult get them in- 
to the countrey ; For beſide the hauing of 
the countrey deſolate , when the Gentric 
dwell chus in LoNnD0N, diuers other mil- 
chiefes ariſe vpon it: Farlt, if infurre&tions 
ſhould fall out (as was lately ſcene by che Le- 
uellers gathering together) what ordercan 
be taken withir, when the countrey is vn- 
furniſhed of Gentlemen to rake order with 
it? Next, the poore want reliefe for taultof 
the Gentlemens hoſpitality at home: Third- 
ly,my feruiceis neglected, and the goodgo- 
ucrament of the countrey for lacke of the 
principall Gentlemens ms ſhould 
performe it : And laſtly, the Gentlemen 
loſe their owne thrift , for lacke of their 
owne preſence, in ſecingto their owne bu- 
{ines at home. Therefore as cucry fiſhliues 
mdhisowne place, fomeinthe freſh, ſome 
mthefalr, fomeinthemud: foler cuery one 
kuctahisewneplace, fomear Court, ſome 
| | "a 


mm the Starre-(ſhamber, 
in theCirtie, ſome inthe Countrey ; ſpecially 
ar Feltiuall rimes, as Chriſtmas and Eafte, 
- andrhereſt. | 
| And for the decreaſe of new buildings 
hecre, I would haucthe builders reſtrained, 
and committed to priſon;and if the buil- 
ders cannot befound, then the workemen 
ro bee impriſoned; and notthis onely, but 
likewiſe the buildings co bee caſt downe ; I 
meane ſuch buildings as may bee cuer- 
throwen without inconuenience, and ther- 
fore that to be done by order and dirc&tion. 
There may be many other abuſes thatT 
know not of, take you care my Lordsthe 
Iudges of theſe, ana of all other; torit is your 
parttolooke vnto them. I heareſay,robbe- 
ry begins to abound more then heretofore, 
and that ſome of you are too mercifull;T 
pray you - "vnf gin , thar mercy is the 
Kings, notyours,and youareto doe Tuſtice 
where trevv caule is : And take this for a 
rule of Policie , That what vice moſt a- 
bounds in a Conmon-weakh, that muſt 
bee moſtſeucrely puniſhed ; for that is erevy 
gOUCTAMENt. i 2 ISo 
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AndnowlI wilconcludemy Speach with 
GoD, asIbegan. Firſt, thatinallyourbe- 
haujours, aſwell in your Circuitsas inyour 
'Benches, you giue due reverence to God: 
I meane, let not the Church nor Church- 
men bediſgraced in your Charges, nor Pa- 
piſts nor Puritanes countenanced: Coun- 
tenance and encourage the good Church- 
men, and teach the people by yourexzam- 
pletorcuerence them : for, if they be good, 
theyare worthy of doublehonour for their 
Office fake; if they bee faultie, it is not your | 
place to admonith them ; they haue ano- 
ther Firum to anſwere to for their misbcha: 
U1OUur. 

Next , procure reutrence to the King 
and the Law ; informe my people trewly of 
me, how zealous lam for Religion, how] 
defire Law way be maintained and flouriſh; 
that euery Court thould hauchis owne Iu- 
ri{di&tion; thatcuery Subiect ſhould ſubmit 
himſelfe to Law ; So may you liuea happy 
+ 604 pqge K 1 a6, freely enjoying | 
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a people ſhould doe. 


Now . 
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' Nowl confeſle,itis but a Tandem aliquar- 
'do, as they fay in the Schooles , that I am 
come hither: Yet though this be the firſt, ir 
ſhall not, with the grace of God, bethelaſt 
time of my commung , now my choice is ta- 
ken away ; for hauing once bene here, a 

E meaner occaſion may bring mee againe : 
And I hope I haue cuer caried my lelfeo, 
and by Gods grace cuer will,as none will c- 
ucrſuſpect, thar my comming here will bee 
ro any partiall end ; for I will euer bee carc- 
fullin point of Iuſtice, ro keepemy ſelfe vn- 
. | ſpottcdallthe dayes of mylite. And vpon 
Fis my generall protcltation, I hope the 

world wilknow, thatT came hither dey 

ro maintaine the Law,and doe Iuſtice 

according to my Oath. 
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